
 

 
A G E N D A 

 
Clinical Advisory Panel 

 
 

 
October 23, 2002 
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM* 

US Bank Building, 980 Ninth Street, 2nd Floor Conference Room 
Sacramento, CA 

 
  
I. IMR Update - HMO Help Center  

  
Objective:  To provide a summary of the IMR (independent medical review) system and trends 
in applications and results; an overview of the current process; and quality assurance efforts.   
 Facilitator: Tom Gilevich 
 

II. Managed Care and Bariatric Surgery  
  
Objective:  To provide an overview of the issues confronting health plans in assessing the 
medical necessity of surgical interventions in the treatment of obesity.  

  
A. IMR results concerning bariatric surgery – a summary of issues and findings to date 

Facilitator: Tom Gilevich 
 

B. Perspectives on bariatric surgery practices 
 Facilitator:   Walter Lindstrom, Jr., J.D., Obesity Law and Advocacy Center, San Diego 
 
C. Medical necessity assessments of bariatric surgical treatments – plan perspectives 
 Facilitator:   Tom Gilevich 

   

  D.  Panel member discussion and recommendations for further action 
 
III. Informational Items   
 

A. IMR provider website project implementation.   [http://wp.dmhc.ca.gov/imr_info/] 
  

B. Comments regarding Phase I of the report published by The Institute of Medical Quality  (IMQ) 
and the California Health Care Foundation study of IMR in California 1999-2000 
[http://www.chcf.org/topics/view.cfm?itemid=19987] 

 

C. Suggestions for agenda items for next Clinical Advisory Panel meeting – tentatively 
scheduled for December 11, 2002 
Facilitators: Tom Gilevich/Phillis Soresi 

 
 
 (*In limited occurrences or due to unforeseen circumstances, there may be a change to the order of 
agenda items.  Public comment will be taken after each agenda item.  The adjournment time of the meeting is 
approximate.) 
 
Special accommodations for persons, such as sign language interpreter services, are available for persons to 
attend the meeting.  Please request any such services at least seven days in advance of the meeting.  This 
agenda is available on the Department of Managed Health Care’s web site at www.hmohelp.ca.gov.  Please 
direct requests for accommodations to Phillis M. Soresi at (916) 324-9034 or psoresi@dmhc.ca.gov, 
Department of Managed Health Care, 980 9th Street, Suite 500, Sacramento, CA 95814. 


